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Discussion. The intense staining of the intermediate
region of gram-negative bacterial wall reported here can
reasonably be attributed to the presence in this region of
the mucopeptide components since, as emphasized
recently by SHEa#, the appropriate addition of alcian
bleu-lanthanum to chemical fixatives provides specific,
or at least preferential, staining of mucoproteins and acid
polysaccharides. It is possible that other polysaccharides,
probably present in this region ® 1%, may contribute to the
intensity of the staining and to the width of the stained
region. It is also likely that the specificity of the reaction
is not very strict and membranous structures in close
linkage with the mucopeptide may consequently be
stained.

The visualization of the mucopeptide layer in gram-
negative bacteria has often been inconspicuous. This may
be due, as recently shown by Sizva and Sousa?, to the

9 R. G. E. MurrAy, P. Steep and N. E. Erson, Can. J. Microbiol.
77, 547 (1965).

10 S, pE PeTrIs, J. Ultrastruct. Res. 79, 45 (1967).

11 O, Beunke and T. ZELANDER, J. Ultrastruct. Res. 37, 424 (1970).
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use of uranyl ions. With the method described here, which
also includes a normal postfixation with uranyl acetate,
the intermediate region of the wall and the mucopeptide
layer itself are constantly well preserved. Therefore it ap-
pears that the use of alcian bleu-lanthanum as described
in this note may have two useful effects: 1. a more stable
fixation of the wall components mentioned predominantly
due to alcian bleu and TAPO?®.11; 2, an increased contrast
of these components depending on lanthanum-osmium
staining properties.

Riassunto. Usando fissativi contenenti alcian bleu,
TAPO e lantanio & risultata colorata preferenzialmente la
regione intermedia della parete cellulare in Escherichia
colt, con ottima preservazione dello strato mucopeptidico.

A. CassonE and E. Garaci

Institute of Microbiology, University of Rowme,
Piazzale delle Scienze,

I-00700 Roma (Italy), and Chieti University,
I-66700 Chieti (Italy),

23 January 1974.

PRAEMIA

FRIEDRICH-MIESCHER-PREIS

Aus Anlassdes 100 jahrigen Jahrestagesder Entdeckung
der Nukleinsduren hat die Schweizerische Gesellschaft fiir
Biochemie einen Friedrich-Miescher-Preis fiir junge
Biochemiker geschaffen. Der Preis wurde vom Friedrich-
Miescher-Institut der Ciba-Geigy AG in Basel gestiftet.

Auszug aus den Statuten: 1. Der Friedrich-Miescher-
Preiswird hochstens einmal jahrlich einem jungen Forscher
fiir eine oder mehrere hervorragende verdffentlichte oder
zur Publikation angenommene Arbeiten aus dem Gebiet

der Biochemie erteilt. 2. Kandidaten diirfen in dem
Jahre, in dem sie den Preis erhalten, das 40. Lebensjahr
nicht iiberschritten haben. 3. Die Preis-Arbeiten miissen
entweder in der Schweiz oder von Schweizern im Ausland
ausgefiithrt worden sein.

Bewerbungen und Vorschlige an den Sekretir der
Gesellschaft (Dr. Cl. Bron, Institut de Biochimie, rue du
Bugnon 21, CH-1011 Lausanne) bis 1. Januar 1975,
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Switzerland
10th EUCHEM Conference on Stereochemistry

at Bivgenstock, near Lucerne, 27 Apvil-3 May 1975.

Inquiries and applications (no special forms are required)
should be addressed before January 15, 1975 to the
Chairman: Prof. J. Dale, Department of Chemistry,
University of Oslo, Blindern, Oslo, Norway.

Canada
International Symposium on Flammability
and Fire Retardants

in Momntreal, 22-23 May 1975

Tentative titles and abstract with names of authors have
to be sent to: Vijay Mohan Bhatnagar, Editor Advances
in Fire.Retardants, 209 Dover Road, Cornwall K6] 1T7,
Ontario, Canada.

Italy
International Conference on Prostaglandins

in Flovence, 26-30 May 1975

Information and inscription forms are available by the
Secretary: Dr. G. C. Folco, Istituto die Farmacologia e
Farmacognosia dell’Universita, Via A. del Sarto 21,
1-20129 Milano, Italia.

USA
3rd International Symposium on Detection
and Prevention of Cancer

in New York City, 26 April o 7 May 71976

The Symposium includes 12 Conferences on general
topics and 18 Panels on specific and organ-oriented
subjects.

Approximately 22 Symposia will be arranged by
groupings of proffered papers. There will be 14 Short
Courses and 20 Practical Workshops.

Further information by H. E. Nieburgs, Secretary
General, Mount Sinai School of Medicine of the City
University of New York, Fifth Avenue and 100th Street,
New York, N.Y. 10029 USA.



